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“Things Done Changed”: Rearticulating the Real in Hip-Hop
A Talk by Murray Forman, Northeastern University, USA
In this talk, I summarize the different ways in which hip-hop artists have over the
years defined “the real“ and articulated notions of authenticity in relation to identity
and persona, focusing on issues of political discourse, the gangsta ethos, and the
socio-economics of hustlin’. I isolate and analyze a crucial shift –– that is still underway
–– encompassing the open and unvarnished admission of mental health issues and
other inner emotional and psychological issues that differ greatly from expressions of
masculine hardness and swagger of hip-hop’s earlier period. Today‘s hip-hop youth
(and increasingly older artists as well) are more willing to publicly express their fears,
doubts, anxieties, vulnerabilities as well as openly admitting their reliance on prescribed and unprescribed anti-anxiety pharmaceuticals. These shifts contribute to a new
or altered concept of “the real“ in hip-hop.
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